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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JOHN LOYD 

I write to express great concern about the Smacking bill. The Children (Equal Protection 
from Assault sic) Scotland Bill. Two Opinion Polls this year have shown support for the Bill 
running at 30%, at a time when the SNP has some dangerously small majorities, and when 
there could be a General Election in less than a year. Why are we proposing a Bill which, 
clearly, antagonises the majority of Scottish Families, and which the Police have pointed out 
cannot be implemented? (Senior Commanders this week in England have said the Police are 
far too stretched to get involved in nonsense such as this). 
 
The SNP is increasingly in hock to the Green Party and that is deplorable. 
 
The ordinary man in the street is unaware of the precise legislation but the current relevant 
Laws are appropriate. The Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act 1937 made cruelty 
and neglect of a child a criminal offence. Equally adequate is The Criminal Justice Act 2003 
Section 51 as it protects against genuine assault eg using an implement eg belt, cane, 
slipper, baseball bat. The public knows that. 
 
Indeed, in John Finnie's disingenuous Bill, I see the emotive word "Assault "is used. That is 
nonsense though his supporters, writing to papers, always start with the incorrect premise 
that Smacking is assault. It is not. 
 
The Scottish Government admires the Education achievement of SE Asia but they have 
retained corporal punishment. 
 
Mr Finnie seems to know little of the situation in Sweden, where decent Parents have been 
criminalised and where, as in New Zealand, the Law is now openly flouted. 
 
When I sent in my submission, I made a point of talking with Dunfermline Police, Rosyth SKY 
employees, Edinburgh Civil Servants. Teachers from Fife, Lothians and Central and Rosyth 
hairdressers. Support for the ban was less than a third. 
 
Today we have a generation of young people who swear, smoke, drink, take drugs, carry 
weapons, ignore school sanctions, cause mayhem on bonfire night, truant, damage 
property, throw missiles at the emergency services, show little respect for other children or 
adults or teachers or Police; disrupt lessons, urinate in public, some have underage sex, 
vandalise, steal, cause arson, intimidate younger kids, attack teachers etc 
 
I have been SNP since 1974 and am usually loathe to quote a Conservative but the article 
""Smacking Ban Bill Is Deeply Troubling" in the "Scotsman" on 12th September by Gordon 
Lindhurst; is devastating and I would suggest your Committee reads it. 
  
This issue should be kicked into the long grass as Sir Humphrey did in "Yes Prime Minister"! 
The SNP could suffer for this. Is it truly worth it? 


